
In the heart of our big,  beautiful  world,  you wi l l
f ind a magical  place cal led the rainforest .  The

rainforest is  l ike a gigantic ,  colorful  umbrel la of
green, f i l led with al l  sorts of fascinating plants

and animals.
 

The rainforest has four different layers.  Let 's
imagine we're birds f ly ing over it .  The f irst  layer
we see is  the emergent layer.  This is  where the

tal lest trees,  sometimes as tal l  as a 14-story
bui lding,  peek out.  Eagles,  bats,  and butterf l ies

l ike to hang out here.
 

Diving lower,  we meet the canopy layer.  This
layer is  ful l  of umbrel la-l ike trees that provide a

roof for the rest of the rainforest .  Creatures
such as monkeys,  frogs,  and sloths cal l  this layer

home.
 

Next is  the understory layer.  This part is  darker,
as it 's  shadowed by the canopy layer.  You might
f ind jaguars,  leopards,  and many insects here.

The lowest layer is  the forest f loor.  I t 's  the
darkest and coolest part of the rainforest,  where

the biggest animals l ike elephants and t igers
l ive.
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A Journey Through
the Rainforest

Read the passage below and answer the
questions on the next  page.
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2.  What are the four layers of the rainforest mentioned
in the passage?

3)  Which layer of the rainforest is  the darkest and
why?

4)  Describe one animal that l ives in the canopy layer
and one animal that l ives on the forest f loor.

5)  How are the emergent layer and the understory
layer different?

1)  What is  the main idea of the passage?


