
Dinosaurs were incredible creatures that roamed
the Earth mil l ions of years ago.  The word

"dinosaur" comes from the Greek words meaning
"terr ible l izard."  However,  not al l  dinosaurs were

terr ible or scary.  Some were quite small ,  not
much bigger than a chicken.

 
Most scient ists agree that dinosaurs were diverse

in s ize and shape.  The smallest dinosaurs were
about the s ize of a chicken,  and the largest,  l ike

Argentinosaurus,  could reach lengths of up to
100 feet .  That 's longer than a basketbal l  court !

 
Many people bel ieve that al l  dinosaurs were

vic ious predators.  However,  this is  not entirely
true.  Some dinosaurs,  l ike the Tyrannosaurus

Rex,  were carnivorous and hunted for their  food.
Others,  l ike the Triceratops,  were herbivores and

ate only plants.
 

Dinosaurs are fascinating creatures that
continue to captivate our imaginations.  Even

though they are ext inct ,  they are considered one
of the greatest wonders of the natural  world.
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Read the passage below and answer
the questions on the next  page.
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2.  What are some opinions about dinosaurs mentioned
in the passage?

3)  Based on the passage, do you think the statement
"Al l  dinosaurs were huge and scary" is  a fact or an
opinion? Why?

4)  Do you agree with the opinion that "dinosaurs
continue to captivate our imaginations"? Why or why
not?

5)  Can you think of another fact about dinosaurs not
mentioned in the passage?

1)  What are some facts about dinosaurs mentioned in
the passage?


