
 Butterfly
 Life Cycle

After a few days,  the egg hatches into a
caterpi l lar .  At this stage, the caterpi l lar is  very
small  but grows quickly by eating leaves.  The
caterpi l lar sheds its skin several  t imes,  a process
known as molt ing.  The caterpi l lar wi l l  continue to
eat and grow unti l  i t 's  ful ly grown.

Butterf l ies are fascinating insects that go through a l i fe cycle
consist ing of four stages .  Each stage plays an essential  role in

the transformation from a t iny egg to a beautiful  butterf ly .
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Read the passage below and answer the questions on the next  page.

Egg Stage

The l i fe cycle of a butterf ly begins with the
female butterf ly laying eggs.  The eggs are t iny,
and their  color and shape vary depending on the
species of the butterf ly .  The eggs are usual ly
laid on leaves,  where they wi l l  be safe and have
easy access to food.

Caterpi l lar
Stage

Chrysal is
Stage

After a few weeks of eating,  the caterpi l lar wi l l
turn into a chrysal is .  The chrysal is  is  a protect ive
shel l  that the caterpi l lar makes around itself .
Inside,  the caterpi l lar wi l l  change its body
completely into that of a butterf ly .  This process
takes a few weeks.

Butterfly
Stage

Final ly,  the butterf ly wi l l  emerge from the
chrysal is .  At f irst ,  i ts  wings wi l l  be wet and
crumpled.  The butterf ly wi l l  pump blood into its
wings to make them strong and straight.  When
ready to f ly,  the adult  butterf ly wi l l  search for
food and a mate to start the cycle anew.
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2.  How does the caterpi l lar grow during the caterpi l lar
stage?

3)  What is  a chrysal is?

4)  How does the butterf ly make its wings strong and
straight?

5)  What does the adult  butterf ly search for after
emerging from the chrysal is?

1)  What is  the f irst  stage of the butterf ly 's l i fe cycle?


