
Footbal l ,  which is  also known as soccer,  has a long and r ich history
spanning centuries and cultures.  I t  is  thought to have originated in
China around 2,000 years ago, with variat ions of the game played

by small  communit ies throughout Europe during the Middle Ages.  By
the 1800s,  different versions of the sport were being played across

England.  In 1863,  representatives of several  London clubs met to
create a unif ied set of rules which became known as The Laws of

Footbal l  Associat ion (FA).  In 1872,  Scotland and England joined
forces to form an international associat ion – The FA International

Board – which continues to govern footbal l  today.
 

The f irst  international soccer match took place in Glasgow on 30th
November 1872 between Scotland and England.  This was fol lowed by

the establ ishment of FIFA (Fédération Internationale de Footbal l
Associat ion) in 1904. FIFA was set up with the purpose of governing

and promoting footbal l  across the globe,  and today it  has 211
member nations.

 
In the early 20th century,  soccer/footbal l  began to take hold as one
of the world’s most popular sports .  This popularity has continued to
grow ever s ince and is  now considered to be a global phenomenon,
with clubs from al l  over the world competing for prest igious t it les .
In addit ion,  international competit ions such as the World Cup have

become some of the most popular sport ing events in history.
 

Footbal l  continues to evolve as it  expands around the world,  but i ts
core principles – teamwork,  respect for opponents,  fair  play,  and

sportsmanship – remain unchanged. It  is  a sport that unites people
from al l  walks of l i fe,  and it  wi l l  continue to be enjoyed for many

more years to come.
 

The history of footbal l  has always been one of evolut ion and
adaptation as the sport spread across cultures and countr ies

throughout the world.  As we move forward into the 21st century,  i t  is
excit ing to think about what new innovations we may yet see in the

game.
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Read the passage below and answer the
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2)  In what year was FIFA establ ished?

3)  Who attended the meeting to create unif ied rules
for footbal l  in 1863? 

4)  What are some core principles of footbal l? 

5)  What international footbal l  competit ion is
mentioned in the text?

1)  What is  the origin of Footbal l/Soccer?


